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Abstract 

This paper discusses xenophobia which transcends time and space, history and culture. The modern nation-state 

since the Westphalia system in the mid 17
th
 Century has been the focus of modern territoriality. This has been a 

fertile ground for xenophobic and nationalistic tendencies. In Africa, for instance, inter-ethnic animosity and 

cross-cultural misunderstandings have been a great factor to the failure in building a prosperous economic bloc. 

Xenophobic and nationalistic tendencies have had negative perceptions. Non-citizen communities have been 

discriminated against, not on account of their colour, but because of their country of origin. The public rhetoric / 

dislike stigmatises and vilifies migrant groups. Without singling out Southern Africa, this perception is 

widespread within the 7 Regional Economic Communities in Africa. It is a indeed a “decease” which should have 

been dealt with, if not yesterday, today and not tomorrow, as it portends great dangers to Africa’s intended 

“brotherhood/sisterhood”. 

 

Key Words: 

Xenophobia: Highly negative perceptions and practices that discriminate against non-citizen groups on the basis of 

their foreign origin or nationality. It is a dynamic public rhetoric / dislike that stigmatizes and vilifies migrant groups. 
 

Nationalism: Nationalism is premised on the notion of a geographical area that is occupied by people from certain 

races or ethnicities 
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Regional Integration: The process whereby political actors in several distinct national settings are persuaded to shift 

their loyalties, expectations and political activities to a new centre whose institutions posses or demand jurisdiction 

over the pre-existing nation states 
 

Scape-goating: In the concept of “scape-goating” people are known to focus their frustration to convenient targets. 
 

Socio-biological Approach: The Socio-biological approach to xenophobia proposes that human beings are 

biologically inclined to favour their own and consequently discriminate against those they consider as outsiders 

 

 

Introduction 

The body of literature on integration identified in the paper focuses on two thematic areas. The first aspect 

revolves around economic, political and social processes of integration. This section will review literature 

informing regionalism generally but specifically on initiatives on three aspects of, viz. economic, political and 

socio-cultural integration. This is because literature on regionalism is multifaceted and there are various models of 

integration initiatives based on economic, political and socio-cultural, all of which are interlinked yet intrinsically 

separable.  
 

The second thematic area covered dwells on an analysis of xenophobic
1
 tendencies and nationalism in various 

regional groupings. It is clearly evident from the literature reviewed that there has been an escalation of public 

violence and / or discrimination against migrants, not just in Southern Africa but also in regionalism in Europe, 

Asia and the Americas. Anti-migrant sentiments cut across class, employment status, and race and gender lines 

and therefore xenophobic violence is a global problem. 

 

Regional Integration Defined 

Haas defines integration as the “process whereby political actors in several distinct national settings are persuaded 

to shift their loyalties, expectations and political activities to a new centre whose institutions posses or demand 

jurisdiction over the pre-existing nation states”.
2 

Etzioni on the other hand refers to integration as a condition. 

According to his scheme, unification is seen as the process whereby political integration as a condition is 

achieved and unification increases or strengthens the bonds among the units that form a system.
3
 Etzioni, treats 

“integration” as the terminal condition and not as the process of getting there. The study of regional integration is 

therefore concerned with explaining how and why states cease to be wholly sovereign, how and why states 

voluntarily mingle, merge and mix with their neighbours so as to loose the factual attributes of sovereignty. In 

another view, Deutch refers to integration as a condition in which a group of people have attained within a 

territory a sense of community and of institutions and practices strong enough and wide spread enough to assure 

for a long time, dependable expectations of peaceful change among its population.
4
 In his opinion, 

interdependence creates recourse to peaceful resolution of issues while the sense of community implies internal 

harmony within the integrated area. This however fails to explain how, say within the SADC, that type of 

harmony can be cultivated, because evidently there are squabbles amongst the member states, for instance over 

free movement as is the case with South Africa’s hostility towards other SADC migrants. As to whether Deutch’s 

model is applicable to the SADC context will be a major preoccupation of this paper. 

 

                                                 
1 Xenophobia is an expression of deep-rooted and pervasive attitudes against foreigners / migrants. 
2 Haas, E. B., The Uniting of Europe; Political, Social and Economic Forces, 1950-1957, Stanford University Press, Stanford, 1958, pp. 

16-25. 
3 Etzioni, A., Political Unification; A Comparative Study of Leaders and Forces, Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc., New York, 1965, p. 105. 
4 Deutch, K. W., et al, Political Community and the North Atlantic Area, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1957, p. 5. 
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Regional Integration in Perspective 

Writers on regional integration seem to have several features in common. All are concerned with the process by 

which loyalty is shifted from one centre to another. In a broad sense, integration theorists believe that states adopt 

integrative behaviour because of expectations of joint rewards or penalties. Such expectations may, initially, be 

developed among elite groups, both in the governmental and private sectors but the idea must thereafter be sold to 

the citizens. This is because if the citizens are not lopped in, regional integration would be bound to falter and/or 

even fail. 
 

Regional integration in Southern Africa could be divided into three interlinked parts; one of which addresses 

economic aspects of integration, the second one which addresses political aspects of integration whilst the last 

area of integration concerns socio-cultural issues. Although economic integration is the raison de tre for Southern 

Africa’s regional integration, these two other areas are intimately connected with it to the extent that one could 

rightly argue that the three parts are complimentary to each other. That they are intertwined does not lend any 

credence to the fact that they cannot be discerned separately. This is the reason therefore that this paper’s main 

focus was the socio-cultural aspects of integration in Southern Africa, more specifically xenophobic nationalism 

arising out of the free movement of persons, labour and services. The socio-cultural aspect of integration is, 

indeed, a crucial pre-requisite/element for the other aspects of integration, that is, economic and political. 
 

It is important to first understand the meaning of the different sectors of integration. Political, economic and social 

integration are different degrees of integration, rather than different types.
5
 Saitoti argues that even though 

different levels of economic integration may appear as different types of integration, he would rather consider 

them as different phases of the process of integration. He notes that regional economic integration is not a simple 

concept and the formation of a regional transnational economy involves considerations of welfare and 

considerations of interdependence that may generally be listed as social, political and economic.
6
 Balassa while 

agreeing with Saitoti sees economic integration as the abolition of discrimination between economic units 

belonging to different national states.
7
  

 

Although not neatly distinguished from other sectors, political integration is of concern to integration theory. 

Political integration refers to the relatively narrow concept of integration of basic political institutions; that is the 

transfer of sovereignty over external policy to common international institutions. It aims not to eliminate national 

governments but to alter their control over specific functions. In integration, short of full federation, there is no 

pretence to the transfer of full sovereignty over internal matters.
8
 According to Birch, political integration may be 

loosely defined as the process by which local communities are not only brought within the control of a larger state 

but also submerge their local loyalties into feelings of loyalty and support for the larger unit.
9
 This process has 

also been described as national integration or nation building. It is apparent that political integration is more 

difficult to achieve than economic integration because political integration directly affects the states’ sovereignty 

over the decision making process with respect to its nationals as a result of which the state is reduced in stature. 

This view seriously questions whether the Southern Africa leaders are desirous for this type of political 

integration. 
 

 

                                                 
5 Noel, A. J., Political and Economic Integration in East Africa: From the Attempt at Federation in 1963 to the Treaty of the EAC in 1967, 

MA Thesis, Carleton University, Ottawa, 1970, p. 4. 
6 See Saitoti, G., The Challenges of Economic and Institutional Reforms in Africa, Ashgate Publishing Ltd., Hampshire, 2002.  
7 Balassa, B., The Theory of Economic Integration, Richard D. Urwin, Homewood, 1961, p. 1. 
8 Jones, W. S., The Logic of International Relations, Harper Collins Publishers, New York, 1991,pp. 597-599 
9 Birch, A. H., Political Integration and Disintegration in British Isles, George Allen & Unwin, London, 1977, p. 32 
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Regional integration in Africa has always been influenced by the functional strategy which avoids specifying a 

structural “blue print” but prefers incremental structural integration based on a convergence of interests over 

time.
10

 This assumption could be erroneous in that it assumes as its basic premise that interests tend to converge 

over time when certain common functions are performed by supranational entities. This may be so with regard to 

the European Union experience but not necessarily so with regard to Southern Africa or Africa in general. He 

continues to argue that politics cannot be divorced from economics and hence the reason why there has been a 

predominance of politics in integration schemes informed largely by functional cooperation.
11

 
 

The main challenge to the idea of economic integration is the uneven integration of the economies of African 

countries into the global economy. The main handles in the new attempt at African integration is, among others, 

the lack of a strong political will, the lack of strong participation of the private sector and the civil society in 

efforts at integration. The continued unequal sharing of benefits by partner states owing to varying levels of 

national development and lack of requisite policies to rectify the situation are other problems facing regional 

integration in Africa.
12

 Making a comparative analysis of the EU and the new EAC using various indicators such 

as history, objectives, goals, structures and institutions, achievements and constraints of the two regional 

organizations, Baregu finds several similarities especially in their goals and objectives as well as in their 

structures and institutions and he does equally identify dissimilarities especially as it pertains to imperatives for 

establishment.
13

 He does not seem very optimistic about the new East African Community (EAC), for instance. 
 

The first attempt by the East African Community was indeed second only to the European Economic Community 

in the coverage of its economic union program. But while applauding the Treaty, less optimism must be expressed 

with regard to the prospects for its implementation and especially in the final realisation of the aims of the 

Community. A treaty for economic cooperation among partner states is not something to a federal constitution for 

a political union among states and economic treaties never work smoothly unless member states feel they are 

deriving equitable benefits from the common arrangements because free trade or common market arrangements 

work best among equals.
14

 

 

Statement of the Research Problem 

Attempts at regionalism in East Africa have been faced by diverse problems of one nature or other but in most 

cases related to aspects of nationalism. Indeed, one of the factors that often undermine the process of regional 

integration is nationalism.
15

 Sovereignty is another hindrance to regionalism in Africa. Virtually all efforts to 

pursue economic integration are subject to certain constraints imposed by national sovereignty.
16

 It shall be noted 

that processes of integration among independent countries even when they have “pooled” their sovereignty, are 

governed by unanimity in the group and thereafter ratification procedures in each one of the member states. 

Political sensitivities may, and do, arise over time. Often times, domestic politics in a member state may go 

against policy of the government, especially if public opinion undermines the legitimacy of regionalism. While 

                                                 
10 Senghor, J.C., “Theoretical Foundations of Regional Integration in Africa, An Overview”, in Nyong’o, P. A., (ed), Regional Integration 

in Africa, The Unfinished Agenda, Africa Academy of Science, 1990, p. 19. 
11 Ibid, pp. 20-28 
12 Nying’uro, P. O., “The EAC’s Prospects on the Global Scale” in Ajulu, R., ed., The Making of a Region; The Revival of the East African 

Community, Institute of Global Dialogue, Midrand, South Africa, 2005 
13 Baregu, M., “The African Economic Community and the EAC; Any Lessons from the EU?” in Ajulu, R., ed., The Making of a Region; 

The Revival of the East African Community, Institute of Global Dialogue, Midrand, South Africa, 2005, pp. 45-49 
14 Rweyemamu, A. H., “The Treaty for East African Co-operation; Problems and Prospects of Implementation”, East African Economic 

Review, Vol. iii, No. 2, December, 1967, p. 26  
15 Nationalism aims at creating boundaries with each nation occupying a native home or territory. 
16 Sovereignty is an essential attribute of a state. Internal sovereignty implies supremacy over all individuals and groups within the state 

whereas external sovereignty means independence from foreign control. 
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the main objective of regional integration is to create a platform for states to address common interests, member 

states have a tendency to support regionalism when they are comfortable that their national interests are ensured 

and are not at risk. 
 

Integration schemes require member states to cede part of their sovereignty to a central authority that becomes 

responsible for the implementation of the region’s laid down policies. However states are known to jealously 

guard / protect their sovereignty from perceived infringement by such integration schemes / initiatives. Indeed, 

integration efforts in Africa are known to be hampered by failure of member states to cede sovereignty to these 

new schemes yet this is imperative for the success of emerging supranational organisations such as the Southern 

African Development Community or any of the 7 Regional Economic Communities (REC’s) in the continent.  
 

It is evident that there is a resurgence of xenophobic intolerance, not just in South Africa, in which SADC South 

Africa belongs, but the world over. This presents a major challenge to policy-makers and states. There is no doubt 

that xenophobic nationalism seriously undermines beneficial relationships between states in the international 

system. It is one of the major obstacles to regionalism as it affects both migrant and host populations in the 

receiving states. Escalated levels of xenophobia towards migrants directly contribute to the vulnerability and 

exploitation of these minority groups.  
 

This paper highlights some crucial determinants of the desire for regional integration in SADC by way of 

identifying the main factors that led to the formation of the first Southern Africa Development …… Community 
(SADCC) and the re-birth of a new SADC in ….. Whether this integration tempo can be maintained in the face of 

heightened xenophobic nationalism in the region, however, remains an open question. When xenophobic attitudes 

against foreigners from the same integrative scheme become widespread, it could lead to rejection of the “other”. 

The SADC is today characterized by a number of paradoxes. Firstly, there is a trend where power is shifting 

vertically from the nation-states to the SADC level, and secondly there are trends reminiscent of nationalism and 

xenophobia, what this author will refer to as “SADC-phobia” within SADC member-states. These two paradoxes 

are contradictory in that whereas the former is positive for regionalism the latter does not portend well for 

regional integration.  
 

In the SADC there seems to be a general assumption that supranationalism would encroach on state sovereignty 

and collective decisions in the SADC would appear to have been left to each state’s bureaucracy for 

implementation. Under the circumstances therefore, states’ national interests prevail over community interests in 

spite of the Treaty establishing the SADC which confers upon the Secretariat the role of defining the regional 

requirements and best practices possible. There appears to be limited awareness on the benefits of regional 

integration within the SADC region. Fears have often been raised with regard to free movement of persons, 

labour, services and the right of establishment and residence within the Community because it has been argued 

that opening up borders may lead to social emigration if people move freely. This has been expressed by political 

personalities, an indication that national interests seem to be jealously protected. The main bone of contention has 

been the long standing perception by other SADC member states that South Africa’s economy is so domineering 

that their countries would not benefit equally in an integrative scheme in Southern Africa. In the backdrop of this 

perspective, this paper seeks to investigate whether xenophobic tendencies and nationalism in member states of 

the SADC are likely to hinder the implementation of the objectives of the Common Market Protocol which when 

fully implemented would allow for free movement of persons, labour, services, right of establishment and 

residence among partner states.  
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Problem Statement 

With occasional restrictions of nationals of one state in another state, a problem therefore already exist as far as 

the concept of free movement of persons, labour, services, right of establishment and residence within the SADC 

is concerned. The intention of this paper is to demonstrate the impact of such behavior on the initiatives at 

regional integration in the SADC context. In other words, what would the restriction of the movement of the 

factors of production have on the attempts at regional integration in Southern Africa? 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of this study will be to investigate whether integrative efforts are likely to be hindered by 

xenophobic nationalism in the SADC. 

The other underlying objectives will be to examine: 

 Whether xenophobic nationalism leads to violent tendencies against migrant groups by host populations 

 Whether xenophobic nationalism leads to exclusion of migrant groups by host populations 

 If xenophobic nationalism hinders free movement of persons, labour and services within a regional 

integration. 

 

Hypotheses 

1. Xenophobic driven acrimony leads to the failure in efforts towards regional integration. 

2. Xenophobic nationalism leads to violent tendencies and exclusion of migrant groups by host populations. 

3. Xenophobic nationalism hinders free movement of factors of production. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Most of the theories that have been advanced to explain xenophobia were developed to try to explain the 

phenomenon in migrant destination countries in the North. However those theories are also applicable to the rise 

of xenophobic nationalism in the South. Oucho notes that factors that influence migration at both the source 

(“push” factors) and the destination (“pull” factors) influence people to migrate. He adds that economists would 

tend to emphasise the demand supply mechanism of labour as well as income differentials as the reasons for 

migration while sociologists consider migration in the context of the migrants’ aspirations to climb up the social 

ladder.
17

 Oucho also explains that anti-migrant sentiments tend to cut across race, class, employment status and 

gender lines.
18

 With this background in mind, it is prudent to discuss a few theoretical frameworks which inform 

xenophobic nationalism and consider whether they could explain the South African situation. 

 

Socio-biological Approach 

The Socio-biological approach to xenophobia proposes that human beings are biologically inclined to favour their 

own and consequently discriminate against those they consider as outsiders.
19

 Under this approach xenophobia is 

therefore seen as an innate behaviour which is central to the human being. Indeed, the socio-biological approach 

can be used to explain and justify some forms of marginalization, exploitation and expulsion of migrant groups. 

The question as to whether the outcome of any contacts between different peoples inevitably lead to tension and 

                                                 
17 Oucho, J. O., “Population Movements in Kenya: A Review and Analysis”; Journal of Eastern African Research and Development, vol. 9 

Nos. 1 and 2, 1979, pp. 78-89. 
18 Oucho, J. O., “Changing Attitudes to Immigration and Refugee Policy in Botswana”, Migration Policy Series, No. 28, 2003, SAMP., 

Cape Town  
19 Ginsburg, B. E., Heiner, F. and Kort, F., “The Roots and Consequences of Xenophobia: Implications for European Integration”, History 

of European Ideas, 19 (1-3), pp. 35-40. 
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conflict as suggested by the socio-biological approach seems to be discounted. While certain types of contact may 

improve relations between groups, the reverse could also be the case.
20

 There are four broad situations under 

which contact between different peoples could result in a more harmonious relationship. In the first situation, the 

peoples / groups must have or they must perceive equality amongst themselves; secondly, the relations would be 

effective if the people / groups work together to achieve a mutual goal; thirdly, there ought to be inter-group 

cooperation instead of inter-group competition; and finally, inter-group relationship would be more effective if it 

had governmental support giving guidelines that would shape such interactions.
21

 
 

There has been scholarly debate on Allport’s socio-biological approach and some scholars contend that contacts 

can and do actually reduce tensions or discriminatory behaviour hence contributing to more tolerance and 

understanding between different peoples. For instance the conditions of economic and emotional insecurity 

merely increase these “natural” tendencies because violence against outsiders is a spontaneous, inevitable aspect 

of human behaviour.
22

 But contacts could also lead to friendliness between peoples and that they (contacts) 

actually correct existing biases and that they can  increase empathy towards outsiders
 
.
23

 

 

Scape-goating 

In the concept of “scape-goating” people are known to focus their frustration to convenient targets. The targets are 

invariably much weaker, more vulnerable, mainly from minority groups. In the context of xenophobia, 

immigrants, migrants or even refugees become convenient scapegoats. They are unfairly and oftentimes 

erroneously blamed for various atrocities including crime and accused of taking up employment opportunities 

meant for locals. As non-citizens and constituting a marginalized group because of their status, migrants make 

easy scapegoats and therefore become victims of circumstances.
24

  
 

In many host countries, there is often a believe that migrants are responsible for increased levels of criminality but 

perceptions are most usually far from the reality. Migrant groups are therefore portrayed as representing a “threat” 

to the host country people’s well-being and security. Indeed when migrants are made scapegoats for all manner of 

social evils, there begin to emerge negative and biased stereotypes which are reproduced over and over again until 

they become accepted as factual and true. This instigates fear in the host populations who then demonise the 

migrants as the “other” to excuse the maltreatment of migrants.
25

 
 

Scape-goating tendencies lead to collective loathing of migrants and define the relationship between locals and 

foreigners in host countries. It creates divisions between citizens and migrants as “us” versus “them”.
26

 These are 

certainly attributed qualities that are, at best, negative and they dehumanize, degrade and debase outsiders because 

foreigners are seen as inferior and unworthy of equal or fair treatment. In most of these situations, differences 

between locals and outsiders are exaggerated but similarities are looked down upon thus maintaining a wide 

social distance between the two groups. Outsiders are given tags such as “criminals”, “disease carriers”, “job 

stealers”, “amakwerekwere/kwerekwere” (dark skinned people in the Southern African context), etcetera.  
 

 

                                                 
20 Allport, G., The Nature of Prejudice, Addison-Wessley, Cambridge, 1954, pp. 250-267 
21 ibid 
22 Fekete, L., “The Emergence of Xeno-Racism”, Race and Class, 42 (2), pp. 22-40 
23 Pettigrew, T., “Inter-Group Contact Theory”, Annual Review of Psychology, 1998, No. 49, pp. 65-85 
24 Glick, P., “Choice of Scapegoats” in J. F. Dividio, P. Glick, and L. A. Budman (eds), On the Nature of Prejudice; 50 Years after Allport, 

Blackwell, Malden, 2007, pp. 244-261.   
25 Delanty, G., “Fear of Others: Social Exclusion and the European Crisis of Solidarity” Social Policy and Administration, 2008, 42(6), pp. 

676-690. 
26 Grauffman, C., “Discriminatory Discourse: Patterns of Prejudice”, Social Policy and Administration, 2008, 29 (1), pp. 69-83 



International Journal of Innovative Research and Knowledge                                                                                   ISSN-2213-1356 

www.ijirk.com  Page 89 

A related perspective links the growth of xenophobic sentiments to the development of aggressive forms of 

nationalism. This form of nationalism is premised on the notion of a geographical area that is occupied by people 

from certain races or ethnicities.
27

 This research paper was more inclined to the “scapegoat” approach rather that 

the “socio-biological” approach mainly because the exclusion that is evident in Southern Africa could be 

explained better by applying the former approach as opposed to the latter, or at worst, in some circumstances by 

both, each playing some part, albeit not in equal measure. This is because competition over limited resources 

seems to contribute to xeno-nationalistic tendencies is evident among the South Africans. 

 

Xenophobia and Nationalistic Tendencies in Regional Integration 

The Literature of regional integration contains the recurrent theme that the basic requisite for its achievement is 

the circumvention of the obstacles raised by vested interests of member states. This is a very big assumption 

indeed since statesmen think and act in terms of national interest which assumes that rational behaviour can and is 

explained by a country’s national interests. Rivalry, rather than cooperative activities fostered by suspicion, fear 

and perceived self interests may however be the end result, unfortunately built around loyalty and identity to a 

particular segment of an integrative scheme. 
 

Xenophobia transcends time and space, history and culture. Since the Westphalia system in the mid 17
th
 Century, 

the modern nation-state has been the focus of modern territoriality which is a fertile ground for xenophobic and 

nationalistic tendencies. In Africa, inter-ethnic animosity and cross-cultural misunderstandings have contributed a 

great deal to the failures in building a prosperous economic bloc. Xenophobia consists of highly negative 

perceptions and practices that discriminate against non-citizen groups on the basis of their foreign origin or 

nationality. Xenophobia therefore is not simply an attitudinal orientation. It is a dynamic public rhetoric / dislike 

that stigmatizes and vilifies migrant groups. Xenophobia is tied to the exclusionary impulse of nation building 

processes and nationalism and so therefore immigration and the presence of immigrants may only exaggerate 

xenophobic tendencies. In fact, the reason for failure of most African nations to break through economically is 

due to the populations’ inability to accept one another.
28

 On the other hand the issue of the complexities from 

nationalism and political integration as they relate to Africa’s ambition for unification in the 21
st
 Century and 

whether nationalism and ethno-nationalism mitigate the momentum toward Africa’s unification/integration 

arise.
29

 Partial ceding of member states sovereignty is necessary in regional integration,
30

 a view which is shared 

by Ngen’o31
, et al., who argues that a greater loss of national sovereignty is a vital cost of regional integration. 

Supra-nationalism is intimately linked with pooling sovereignty because inter-governmentalism slows down 

decision making or at least renders the decision making process inefficient due to divided allegiances. Economic 

integration is like the dissolution of economic barriers between two or more economies but economic frontiers are 

not identical with political or territorial boundaries.
32

  
 

 

 

                                                 
27 Ford, G., “Racism and Xenophobia in Europe: Stemming the Rising Tide”, UN Chronicle, 2004, Issue No. 4, accessed from 

http://un.org/pubs/chronicle/2004/issue4/0404p32.html# 
28 Harrison, L. E. and S. P. Huntington, ed., Culture Matters: How Value Shape Human Progress, Basic Books, New York, 2000  
29 Udogu, I., “Political Integration and the Contemporary Discourse on Continental Unification in Africa”; Proceedings of the 19th Annual 

Conference of the Global Awareness Society International, Krakow, Poland, May 2011 
30 Adewoye, O., “Constitutionalism and Economic Integration” in Lavergne, R, ed., Regional Integration and Cooperation in West Africa, 

World Press, New Jersey,  
31 Ngen’o, N. K., et al., “Regional Integration Study of East Africa; The Case of Kenya”, Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and 

Analysis, Working Paper No. 9, 2003, p. 20 
32 Pelkmans, J., European Integration: Methods and Economic Analysis, Longman Publishers, New York,1997, p.2.  
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A central feature of the African state has been the institutionalization and legislation of a distinct otherness which 

determines not only political rights and freedom of movement but also the right to hold land and the rights to 

economic power.
33

 This kind of nationalism seems to have made integration in Africa difficult to achieve because 

the concept of nation-state has been institutionalized hence the adoption of a closed-door policy type of 

environment. Studies have also shown that many European Union citizens hold biased views about immigrants 

and refugees, especially those from non-Western countries. Such negative attitudes translate into systematic 

discrimination against migrants. The escalation of xenophobia, racism and differential nationalism in Europe is a 

growing proportion for expressions of xenophobia and racism of Europeans who feel excluded and marginalized. 

Negative press, especially, has a damaging influence on the way the public reacts because people believe in what 

they read in newspapers and if it confirms their prejudices it legitimizes their hostility against migrants who then 

dehumanize the latter.
34

 In several western European countries, there is a growing popularity of the “new Right”, 

which is an expression of the widespread prejudice against immigrants.
35

 For instance, in April 2007, Front 

Nationale leader, Jean-Marie le Pen is said to have asserted that immigration represented a threat to France, 

saying, “This is just the start of mass immigration. If we do nothing, we will be submerged.”36
 

 

It is to be noted that a new type of racism seems to be taking place internationally which takes the form of a 

combination of racism
37

 and xenophobia, a form referred to as “xeno-racism” which suggests that it is racist in 

substance and xenophobic in form.
38

 Xenophobia reveals the vulnerability of migrant groups which exposes them 

to harassment, intimidation and abuse by citizens, employers and government agencies in the receiving states, a 

threat to social order and justice which encourages lawlessness.  

 

 

Conclusion 

In order to obtain the desired information on xenophobic nationalism, this author did a critical analysis of mainly 

from information collected through the secondary sources which was collated and analysed so that appropriate 

recommendations and conclusions could be derived. It was obvious that xenophobic and nationalistic tendencies 

have a big part to play in the bid for integration in Africa, least of which, Africa’s bid at integration shall forever 

be a pipedream. All in all, Africa has big potential, only if it is harnessed and its statesmen are true to their 

pronouncements at world forums. It is one thing to shout loud and it is another to effectuate the loud 

pronouncements. In our view, Africa is the next frontier (the “undiscovered” continent with a lot of potentials), 

and that is why we are witnessing a “second” scramble for Africa by the developed countries. Should Africa wait 

and be demarcated as it was in the Berlin Conference of 1884/1885? Our answer is no!  

  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
33 Scheepers, E. P., Integration and Xenophobia: South African Attitude accessed from http://afronline.org/?p=9329 on 07/06/2011 
34 Wierworka, M., “Racism in Europe: Unity and Diversity” in A. Rattansi and S. Westwood, (eds,), Racism, Modernity and Identity, Polity 

Press, Cambridge, 1994, pp. 173-188. 
35 Ford, G., “Racism and Xenophobia in Europe: Steming the Rising Tide”, UN Chronicle, Issue No. 4,  accessed from 
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